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Colorado River Board 

May Revise 
Trailer Bill 

 
Delete   Water Codes PART 5.  THE COLORADO RIVER BOARD OF 
CALIFORNIA sections 12500 through section 12565 
 
12500.  The definitions in this chapter govern the construction of 
this part only. 
 
12501.  "Board" means the Colorado River Board of California. 
 
12502.  "Commissioner" means the Colorado River Commissioner. 
 
12503.  "Fund" means the Colorado River Fund. 
 
12510.  There is in the state government, in the Resources Agency, 
the Colorado River Board of California. 
 
12511.  The board consists of eight members appointed by the 
Governor as provided in this chapter, two of whom shall be public 
members appointed by the Governor, and the Director of Water 
Resources and the Director of Fish and Game or their designees. 
 
12512.  The governing bodies of the San Diego County Water 
Authority, Palo Verde Irrigation District, Imperial Irrigation 
District, Coachella Valley Water District, the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, and the Department of Water and 
Power of the City of Los Angeles shall each submit to the Governor 
two lists of not less than three persons on each with a 
recommendation as to whom should be appointed from one list as its 
member on the board and from the other list as its alternate on the 
board. The Governor shall appoint each agency's member and alternate 
from the designated lists. If, after 60 days following submission of 
the initial or any new list, the Governor has not made an 
appointment, the person recommended by the governing body shall be 
deemed appointed. Each governing body if it desires to have a new 
member or alternate, or both, may submit new lists at any time. A 
member of the governing body of an agency may be appointed as a 
member of the board or as an alternate. Each alternate shall, in the 
absence of the appointed member for any cause, including vacancy in 
the office of the appointed member, have all the authority and rights 
of the member to which he or she is an alternate. 
 
12513.  Each member of the board, except as otherwise provided in 
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this section, shall serve without compensation but shall be 
reimbursed for traveling and other expenses actually and necessarily 
incurred in the performance of his duties. In addition, each member 
of the board that is neither eligible for nor receives any salary or 
other compensation for time spent attending meetings of the board 
shall receive fifty dollars ($50) for each day attending the meetings 
of the board. 
 
 
 
12514.  (a) The board shall determine, by majority vote, where to 
maintain its office and shall hold meetings at that office or 
elsewhere upon call of the chairman or three members of the board. 
The board shall not relocate its office more than once within each 
gubernatorial term. 
   (b) The local agencies that are represented on the board may 
reimburse employees of the board for relocation or net commuting 
expenses, or both, incurred by those employees as the result of a 
change in the location of the office pursuant to subdivision (a). The 
costs shall be divided equally among the local agencies. Any 
commuting expenses shall not exceed the state's reimbursement rate 
for state employees. Any relocation benefits shall be approved by 
each local agency prior to those benefits being offered to board 
staff. 
   (c) Any payments made pursuant to subdivision (b) do not 
constitute income for the purposes of subdivision (a) of Section 
82030 of the Government Code, in accordance with paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (b) of that section. 
 
12515.  All of the records of the board or copies of them shall be 
maintained at its office. 
 
12516.  The board shall be subject to the provisions of Article 9 
(commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 
of Title 2 of the Government Code. 
 
12517.  The board shall adopt such rules or procedure as may be 
required for the orderly disposition of its business and such 
regulations as may be necessary in order to carry out the provisions 
of this part. 
 
12518.  The board shall make such reports and recommendations to the 
Governor as he requires or as the board deems proper. 
 
12519.  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the 
contrary, the board may hold executive sessions in conjunction with 



Page 3 of 7 

any regular or special meeting and maintain confidential information 
and records limited to matters concerning interstate claims to the 
use of Colorado River system waters in judicial proceedings, 
administrative proceedings, and negotiations with representatives 
from other states or the federal government. Whenever the board holds 
an executive session in conjunction with any regular or special 
meeting or maintains as confidential any information or records 
hereunder, the board shall make an affirmative finding in its public 
minutes that the holding of an open meeting or the disclosure of the 
information or records to the public would substantially impair the 
performance by the board of its statutory duties. At the end of the 
minutes of each meeting of the board shall appear the certificate of 
its executive secretary that the meeting was held in accordance with 
the provisions of Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of 
Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code 
and Sections 12516 and 12519 of the Water Code. 
 
12525.  The board shall elect from among its members, other than the 
Director of Water Resources or the Director of Fish and Game or 
their designees, a chairman who is ex officio the "Colorado River 
Commissioner." The chairman shall serve at the pleasure of the board. 
 
12526.  The commissioner shall serve without compensation, but he 
shall be reimbursed for traveling and other expenses actually and 
necessarily incurred in the performance of his duties. 
 
12527.  The commissioner shall perform the duties imposed upon him 
by this chapter under the direction of the board. 
 
12528.  The commissioner shall consult and advise with the board in 
exercising the powers and performing the duties enumerated in this 
chapter and make such reports and recommendations as he deems proper 
or as the board requests, to the end that the rights and interests of 
the State, its agencies and citizens, in, to, and in respect of, the 
water of the Colorado River System and the use thereof may be 
properly safeguarded and protected. 
 
12529.  The commissioner shall exercise on behalf of the State every 
right and power granted to the State or to any representative of it 
by Section 16 of the act of Congress designated the "Boulder Canyon 
Project Act." 
 
12530.  The commissioner shall investigate past, present, and 
potential uses of the water of the Colorado River System within and 
without the State. 
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12531.  The commissioner shall investigate, coordinate, collate, and 
preserve information, facts, and data bearing upon the claims of all 
States and of all public or private agencies within and without the 
State to and in respect of the water and the use of water of the 
Colorado River System. 
 
12532.  The commissioner shall confer with representatives of other 
States in the Colorado River basin, representatives of the United 
States, and others concerning problems and measures relating to the 
development of the Colorado River basin, the use of the water of the 
Colorado River System, and the protection of the interests therein of 
the State and of the United States, and shall negotiate respecting 
such problems and measures and discuss the same and formulate and 
recommend to the Governor and the Legislature measures, agreements, 
and legislation deemed for the benefit of the State and the United 
States. 
 
12533.  The commissioner shall do and perform all other things 
deemed necessary or expedient to carry out the purposes of this part. 
 
12540.  From a list of not less than two persons submitted to it by 
the commissioner, the board shall appoint an executive director, 
whose duties shall be as required by the commissioner and by the 
board. 
 
12541.  The board may fix the compensation of the executive 
director. 
 
12550.  All irrigation districts, county water districts, municipal 
water districts, metropolitan water districts, county water authorities, water 
conservation districts, and flood control 
districts, may make such contributions to the Colorado River Fund as, 
in the exercise of the discretion of their respective governing 
bodies, is deemed advisable. 
 
12551.  The board may accept any and all contributions to the fund. 
 
12552.  All contributions accepted by the board shall be deposited 
by it in the State Treasury to the credit of the fund. 
 
12553.  The State Controller shall draw warrants upon the fund from 
time to time upon demand of the commissioner, and the State Treasurer 
shall pay the warrants. 
 
12560.  Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions set 
forth in this section govern the construction of this chapter: 
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   (a) "Account" means the Colorado River Management Account created 
pursuant to Section 12561. 
   (b) "California Plan" means the plan being developed by the 
Colorado River Board of California, the public agencies represented 
on that board, and the director to ensure that California can live 
within the state's apportionment of Colorado River water. 
 
12561.  There is hereby created the Colorado River Management 
Account in the General Fund. Moneys in the account are available, 
upon appropriation by the Legislature, for use in accordance with 
this chapter. 
 
12562.  (a) (1) In furtherance of implementing and achieving the 
goals of the "California Plan," the sum of two hundred million 
dollars ($200,000,000) in the account shall be used by the director 
to finance and arrange for lining portions of the All American Canal 
and the Coachella Branch of the All American Canal. 
   (2) The canal lining projects shall be completed not later than 
December 31, 2008, or such later date as may be required by 
extraordinary circumstances. 
   (3) The allocation of the water conserved from the canal lining 
projects and to be made available to the Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California shall be consistent with federal law and shall 
be determined by an agreement among the Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California, the Imperial Irrigation District, the Palo 
Verde Irrigation District, the Coachella Valley Water District, and 
the San Luis Rey settlement parties, reached after consultation with 
the director and the United States Secretary of the Interior. 
   (b) (1) The sum of thirty-five million dollars ($35,000,000) from 
the account shall be used by the director to finance the installation 
of recharge, extraction, and distribution facilities for groundwater 
conjunctive use programs necessary to implement the "California 
Plan." 
   (2) Water stored in connection with the groundwater conjunctive 
use programs described in paragraph (1) shall be for the benefit of 
the member public agencies of the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. 
   (3) Nothing in this subdivision limits the ability of the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California to enter into 
agreements regarding the sharing of any water made available under 
this subdivision. 
   (c) The Legislature finds that the extension of the date from 
December 31, 2006, to December 31, 2008, for completing the canal 
project linings under paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) during the 
2003 portion of the 2003-04 Regular Session is required due to 
extraordinary circumstances. The Legislature finds that there have 
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been unforeseen construction delays, contract award delays, and 
changed conditions requiring design modifications for lining the All 
American Canal and the Coachella Branch of the All American Canal, 
and that these circumstances are extraordinary. 
 
12563.  If the contingencies for a transfer to the San Diego County 
Water Authority of the conserved water under the water transfer 
agreement entered into by the Imperial Irrigation District and the 
San Diego County Water Authority on April 29, 1998, have not been 
satisfied in full prior to December 31, 2006, any recipient of the 
water made available under the agreement described in subdivision (a) 
of Section 12562, other than the San Luis Rey settlement parties, 
shall pay to the state, if required by statute, a portion of the 
funding made available under subdivision (a) of Section 12562, in an 
amount to be determined by the statute. 
 
12564.  Nothing in the contract anticipated by the memorandum of 
understanding entered into on August 12, 1998, by the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California and the San Diego County Water 
Authority shall affect the authority of the Legislature to allocate, 
by statute, or reallocate water if the contingencies for a transfer 
of the conserved water to the San Diego County Water Authority under 
the water transfer agreement entered into by the Imperial Irrigation 
District and the San Diego County Water Authority on April 29, 1998, 
have not been satisfied in full prior to December 31, 2006. 
 
12565.  The two hundred million dollars ($200,000,000) made 
available to the director pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
12562 may be expended solely for the lining of the All American Canal 
and the Coachella Branch of the All American Canal and only if all 
of the following requirements have been met: 
   (a) The Salton Sea Authority commissions a study of seepage and 
subsurface inflows to the Salton Sea from the All American Canal and 
the Coachella Branch of the All American Canal, and that study is 
completed. The study shall determine the nature of subsurface and 
drainage canal water movements from the unlined canals to the Salton 
Sea and to existing adjacent wetlands, and shall quantify the amount 
of water that may be lost to the Salton Sea and to those wetlands due 
to the canal lining projects. The Salton Sea Science Subcommittee 
shall review the requests for proposals for the study and shall be 
consulted in selecting the contractor responsible for conducting the 
study. 
   (b) Environmental documentation and permits required by the 
California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with 
Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code), the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.A. Sec. 4321 et seq.), and 
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any other applicable state and federal environmental laws are 
approved and certified for the All American Canal Lining Project or 
the Coachella Branch Lining Project. 
   (c) Pursuant to its responsibilities as a trustee agency under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with 
Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code), the Director of Fish 
and Game makes a finding that a canal lining project that is the 
subject of a request for funding pursuant to this chapter will avoid 
or mitigate all significant effects of the project on fisheries and 
other wildlife. The finding shall be accompanied by a statement from 
the United States Secretary of the Interior certifying that measures 
for the replacement of incidental fish and wildlife values adjacent 
to the All American Canal and the Coachella Branch of the All 
American Canal foregone as a result of the lining of the canal, or 
the mitigation of resulting impacts on fish and wildlife resources 
from the construction of a new canal, or a portion thereof, meet the 
statutory requirements of Section 203(a)(2) of Public Law 100-675. 
These mitigation measures shall be on an acre-for-acre basis, based 
on ecological equivalency, and shall be implemented concurrent with 
the construction of the canal lining project. 
 

 


